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Truthfully, I don’t want to
talk about the pandemic, the virus or the
swirling controversy surrounding it. My
biggest reasons are: 1) far greater minds
than mine have grappled with it and have
not laid the matter to rest, and 2) I am so

ready to be done with it all. I would far rather write about
some aspect of spiritual growth that might actually help us
all as we navigate through this difficult time! However, I
have been ministering long enough to know that most
people can’t concentrate on anything other than what is
‘front and center’ at the time—it’s human nature.
Therefore, if something
doesn’t feel relevant to
us, we simply don’t
absorb it. And I’m not
into wasting my time or
yours, so I would like
to say something of
worth to you. Truly, that can only be done if I seek the
Holy Spirit and allow Him to guide, direct and even speak
through me; God willing. With that in mind, hopefully you
will find this relevant and meaningful, both to you
individually and to the bigger picture.

Let’s start with Luke 22:25-26, Jesus interrupted their
argument, saying, “The kings and men of authority in
this world rule oppressively over their subjects, claiming
that they do it for the good of the people. They are
obsessed with how others see them.But this is not your
calling. You will lead by a different model. The greatest
one among you will live as one called to serve others
without honor. The greatest honor and authority is
reserved for the one who has a servant heart.” The
Passion Translation

In order to share my thoughts, based on the scriptures, I
will insert my own comments in brackets. “The kings and
men of authority in this world [in America, this would
mean the elected officials and politicians. Whenever Jesus
spoke of “this world” as here, he was talking about the
fallen and therefore ungodly world system, as opposed to
the Kingdom of God.] rule oppressively [burdensomely
and often unjustly] over their subjects [citizens] claiming
that they do it for the good of the people. They are
obsessed with how others see them.” [The bottom-line

truth of what Jesus said was that those in positions of
authority claim their motivation is for the good of the
people, but their real motivation is whatever will make
them look the best to others…their constituents…their
political alliances…at the polls.] But this is not your
calling. You will lead by a different model. The greatest
one among you will live as one called to serve others
without honor. The greatest honor and authority is
reserved for the one who has a servant heart.” [This is
how we are to know if the one who is ruling over us is
honorable and is different from those in the world
system—a servant heart.]

With the outbreak of
the coronavirus, we
have had an
inordinate amount of
governmental input
into our lives, all

under the banner of what is best for us and what will keep
us safest. This input has been enacted at federal levels, but
more heavily at state, county and city levels, as governors,
mayors and county officials publish local guidelines and
restrictions. Most of these names and voices fall into the
category of those who are obsessed with wanting to look
good. They would like people to think that the more
restrictions they put in place, the more they are caring for
the people. However, as a friend of mine observed, there is
a big difference between caring for the people and scaring
the people.

Our Christian identity is to be our primary identity.
For example, I am a Christian first and an American
second; my Christianity takes priority over my nationality.
It is the same for anything else that I identify with in this
temporal world. That means that my life and my heart need
to be continually submitted to the Word of God. In
addition, I must view the world around me through the
grid of the Word, making my assessments and choices
based on the truth revealed there, rather than based in
political forums, cultural traditions or pressure to conform
to expectations of the public. In order to look at the
politicians, the officials and those in governmental
authority who are being spotlighted during the fight
against this virus, I must see them through the words of
Jesus in this scripture.



In so doing, there are some who clearly demonstrate a
servant heart. President Donald Trump serves under
enormous pressure, relentless criticism, day after day, at no
personal gain for himself. In fact, in a material sense, He
gave up much to take on the responsibility of the
presidency. Quarterly, he donates the salary he gets as
President to various non-profit organizations. Therefore,
according to what Jesus said, he deserves the greatest
honor and is leading by a different model than the fallen
world system. The words of Jesus have not changed; they

were viewed as startling and radical when He spoke
them, and when applied to social
norms today, they are still
startling! This verse speaks
directly into the swirling
atmosphere of fear and distrust
that surrounds the edicts being
handed down to us. Being able
to “figure it all out” is beyond
most of us because it’s simply
too big and we have too much
garbled information. So, I
suggest that we let scripture lead
us to follow the ones
demonstrating the servant heart.
In the words of Jesus, the others
rule over us oppressively. Please don’t misunderstand me;
I am certainly not suggesting non-compliance or refusal to
submit to restrictions! I am simply saying that you can find
personal heart peace in knowing where it is safe to place
your trust. When you place your trust based on something

as solid as the Word of God that has stood the test
of time, it is so much better than basing your choice on
emotion, peer pressure, or incomplete or garbled
information. These issues are very big—only the wisdom
of Jesus and the Word of God are big enough to judge
them. When you trust the Word to lead you through
stormy times, you will be fortified with an inner strength
that is bigger than your strength. Ask the Lord; search the
scriptures. Let Him show you that His Word can be trusted
to anchor you and guide you when it seems like everything
and everyone around you has gone over the edge!

One of the scriptures that we have seen and heard a lot,
especially during times of crisis is 2 Chronicles 7:14, If
my people, which are called by my name, shall humble
themselves, and pray, and seek my face, and turn from
their wicked ways; then will I hear from heaven, and will
forgive their sin, and will heal their land. In fact, I
remember after the planes flew into the twin towers on 9-
11, this scripture came to the forefront all across the
nation. After observing what happened then, as well as

what is happening now, it would seem that we are not
experiencing the fullness of the promise that this verse
communicates, “…then will I hear from heaven, and will

forgive their sin, and will heal their land.” Why
ever not?!? Are we not praying more than ever? Yes, we
are praying…fervently. However, the other conditions that
are listed in order to the Lord to hear, to forgive and to
heal seem to have escaped our attention. They have not,
however, escaped the Lord’s attention, I am sure. As I said
they are conditions to be met in order to bring about the
promise. Let’s go back and look at the conditions, “If my
people, which are called by my name, shall humble

themselves…” Notice that the
verse begins with ‘if’ clearly
stating that the promise depends
upon the ‘ifs’ in the verse, the
first being ‘humble themselves.’
Before prayer, there must be a
humbling of ourselves—a
preparing of the heart to pray
from a place of humility. Though
I have witnessed and participated
in much prayer on behalf of our
nation since the attack of 9-11,
and again since the onset of
Covid-19, I have not seen a
national willingness to humble

ourselves. May I say that, as Americans, most of us
probably don’t really know what that would even look
like. Americans, by nature, are a proud people. Yet,
without a willingness to humble ourselves, our prayers are
not resulting in the promise.

As I pondered this issue, the Lord quickened Philippians
2:8. The New Living Translation renders it:  he [Jesus]

humbled himself in obedience to God and died a
criminal’s death on a cross. I was deeply convicted. If
Jesus needed to humble Himself, how much more do we
need to humble ourselves? Yet, at the same time, I
glimpsed a wrong thinking that had kept the whole idea
unclear to me. I always thought that humbling myself
meant coming out of a place of pride. That cannot be
accurate, because Christ humbled Himself; yet I know that
He was never in the sin of pride. Therefore, I believe that
humbling ourselves has more to do with a submissive

condition of the heart. When I read this same verse in
the Message, it brought it home even more clearly that an
attitude of submission is key to humility. Think of
yourselves the way Christ Jesus thought of himself. He
had equal status with God but didn’t think so much of
himself that he had to cling to the advantages of that
status no matter what. Not at all. When the time came, he



set aside the privileges of deity and took on the status of a
slave, became human! Having become human, he stayed
human. It was an incredibly humbling process. He didn’t
claim special privileges. Instead, he lived a selfless,
obedient life and then died a selfless, obedient death—
and the worst kind of death at that—a crucifixion.
Philippians 2:8.

What it comes down to is a willingness to yield to the
authority or will of another. In Jesus’ case, he was willing
to yield to His Father’s will, from becoming human all the
way even to death on the cross. For us, it is the heart
condition of being willing to submit (bring our lives under)
the will of God, the authority of God and the ways of God.
Before submission, the responsibility is all upon God to
hear and answer our prayers. Once we have humbled

ourselves to a heart attitude of yielding to the will, the
authority and the ways of God, we take on part of the

responsibility to bring about change. Jesus
took on the responsibility of fulfilling his destiny as savior
and redeemer. Humbling ourselves is about taking on our
share of the responsibility, personally and individually, to
bring about the desired end. Once we commit to that
condition, we can move on to the other conditions in the
verse, “and pray, and seek my face, and turn from their
wicked ways…” With a heart condition of humility, we
will not only pray, but we will seek the face of God, and
turn from our wicked ways. Humility paves the way for a
turning…national humbling of ourselves brings a national
turning from wickedness. Then we can rejoice in God’s
forgiveness and the healing of our land!

We are in the Hebrew year
of 5780. This number in
Hebrew interpretation
means the year of the ‘mouth’ or the
‘voice’. Since this is the first year of a decade, we consider
2020 as the beginning of an era of voices in the culture
being very important. What the enemy is saying and what
we are speaking become more critical in the outcome of
personal and corporate life. It is profoundly noticeable that
this is the year the virus attacks the lungs, to source of breath
to speak the truth of the Kingdom of God. It is also noticeable
that ‘experts’ advise us to cover our mouths and not sing.
One source said singing in public is the worst thing you can
do!! They threaten worse conditions if people do not comply
with their ‘voice’.

We see in 2 Kings 18 and 19 (read to get the full
understanding) a profound example of how the people of God
can respond to the voice of Satan that desires to steal, kill and
destroy God’s people and take nations captive.  In this
account, the Assyrian empire is coming against Judah and
King Hezekiah. Hezekiah was a reformer that turned the
people towards God and away from pagan worship. The
northern kingdom of Israel had already been defeated by
Assyria and been led captive.  Only a remnant of God’s
people, represented by the people in Judah, remained.
The spokesman for the enemy, who desires to overpower
Judah, said, ‘Thus says the great king, the king of Assyria:
“What confidence is this in which you trust? 20 You speak of
having plans and power for war; but they are mere words.
And in whom do you trust, that you rebel against me? 2 Kings
18:19, 20  NKJV

The example shows us how the enemy sows doubt ‘in
whom you trust’ and questions your wisdom in resisting
the evil voice. The enemy in this current season will use
‘facts’, enticement, intimidation, and any deceptive
weapon to get you to submit your mind and heart to his
voice. He will invoke the authority of the false gods of

science, medical
professionals, psychology,
and other ‘kings’ we are to

trust to keep us safe. How you respond to
the demonic voice of deception and confusion is key to
overcoming. God desires our voice to reflect His truth and
His perfect will in each situation. What speak as led by Spirit
of God become a partnership with heaven to decree the
outcome of the battle.

The day in which we live has the voice of a mob mentality
that just mimics what is heard from the ‘kings’, the ‘experts’.
The voice carries the sound and content of fear and
intimidation…..’if you don’t do what I say you will die.’ If
you leave your home, don’t wear a mask, or do something
other than that which has been ‘expertly’ advised you will
cause someone else to die. The voice demands submission to
the ‘kings’ to save lives.

The church must discern the voice of God that speaks truth,
for application in the church and outside the church.
‘Facts’ of what happened elsewhere do not determine what
will happen here, in my house, my city, my nation. The
remnant that is rising today does not rely upon facts but
upon Yahweh Adonai, the ‘I am your Lord”.

In the scriptural example Hezekiah prays and also inquires of
the prophet Isaiah as to how to respond to the voice of the
enemy. First Isaiah says “Do not be afraid of the words
which you have heard, (2 Kings 19:6b). He sets the stage by
opposing FEAR. Then Isaiah speaks the outcome of the battle
by decreeing: Therefore, thus says the LORD concerning the
king of Assyria:  ‘He shall not come into this city, nor shoot
an arrow there, nor come before it with shield, nor build a
siege mound against it.33 By the way that he came, by the
same shall he return; and he shall not come into this city,’
says the LORD.34 ‘For I will defend this city, to save it for My
own sake and for My servant David’s sake.’ ” 2 Kings 19:32-
34. This is our response to voices of fear, intimidation,
deception and destruction. May it be so Lord Jesus!

Responding to the Voice of Intimidation
An Article by Harvey Wittmier
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With all the
shutdowns, is the
ministry shutdown,
too? Thankfully, no! Truly, it’s not possible to
shut down the ministry, although it does look different
during this season. Once again, I have seen God’s
faithfulness. Over the last 20+ years of traveling
internationally with the gospel, I have seen God arrange
my travel schedule to avoid unnecessary safety issues,
as well as to have me here at home for significant
family events. For example, one year I wondered why
He was not sending me to Kenya, even though I had
been going there annually for years. As it turned out,
they had a terrible civil war break out between two
tribes, and much of the bloodiest violence took place in
the area where I normally ministered. Churches were
burned to the ground with all the people inside unable
to escape. God’s faithfulness! On a much more joyful
note, due to supernatural scheduling, I was able to be
home for the birth of every one of my beautiful
grandchildren. And, deeply meaningful to me, I was
here in the U.S. when both my mother and my father
went into the hospital on their way into eternity. I got to
spend all-important time with them.

In the context of that same divine scheduling, I was not
in Asia when the coronavirus broke out. I had an
invitation to go to Bhutan in March, which I was really
looking forward to. However, in praying about it at the
beginning of the year, I simply could not get peace.
Therefore, I finally declined. Shortly thereafter, the
pandemic broke out with all the subsequent restrictions
on international travel. Once again, I am so humbled
and grateful to my Divine Scheduling Agent!

Much of the ministry that has been taking place during
the last couple of months is to leadership around the
globe. Many have reached out to Harvey and to me for
help with understanding the role of the Church and
their roles as leaders during this pandemic. Thanks to
technology, we can minister to these leaders from the
safety and comfort of home.

One of the things I particularly want to pass on to you
is how your giving has made a significant difference in
the lives of many in Uganda—particularly in the lives
of orphans. Uganda is experiencing a major shutdown
right now, too. However, the effect of the shutdown is
much more drastic there than it is here, because so
many live on the edge of poverty. Four of our key
ministry leaders have schools under their ministries.
These schools are made up of paying students, as well
as orphans who do not pay. The fees garnered from the
children whose families pay their tuition help subsidize
the expenses of the orphans who live and board at the
schools. When the schools were closed as part of the
national shutdown, the tuition fees stopped coming in,
of course. However, all the orphans still needed to be
fed. With your giving, we helped provide for more
than 200 orphans to be able to eat. Starvation was a
very real threat. Food is scarce and very expensive this
year because there is a drought and a plague of locusts
in the countries bordering Uganda. Therefore, desperate
people are pouring into Uganda to purchase what food
there is. We also helped with emergency medical
expenses for two orphans. The Lord has promised to be
a Father to the fatherless, and during this particular
crisis of global proportions, we had the privilege of
being those He used to fulfill His Word! Thank you for
your faithfulness! You make a difference, and the
Lord does not forget.


