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What is to come…

Vietnam and Uganda

I

just got home from taking Harvey to the airport. By
the time you read this, he will be deep into his mission
to encourage and teach pastors in the northern regions
of Vietnam. There are meetings planned in four different
locations to reach pastors who are part of the ethnic
(tribal) people who live in the rural areas. As you know,
this has long been the desire of our hearts, as well as the
mandate on our lives--to help strengthen and equip pastors
and leaders to be as effective as possible for the Kingdom
of God!
Having been to some of the places he will be going, I can
testify that the need is great and the work fruitful!
However, he will most definitely need your prayer
support! Out of all the meetings that I have had in the
northern part of Vietnam, only one went forth according
to the original plan. All of the other meetings had to
change "on the fly" as we stayed a step ahead of the
government's efforts to block the ministry of the gospel.
Remember that most of the church there is 'underground,'
meaning that it is not sanctioned by the government and
meets in secret. Unfortunately, there are many people who
are willing to spy on their neighbors, working hard to
ferret out information to trade with the authorities for
small entitlements to make their lives easier or to secure
things that others cannot gain access to. It is often because
of this that the places of the meetings have to change at
the last minute to avoid having the pastors arrested.

idea to rent a large tour boat and invite the pastors to be
our guests for the day on our boat. The authorities
watched us all board and surmised that we were just going
for a harmless ride around the bay. Instead we dropped
anchor in the middle of the bay and taught the gospel all
day--without any further harassment. Yay, God!
Anyway, all of this to say, please recognize that Harvey
and our contact person need a strong prayer covering! In
addition to the protection issue, health is a strong concern.
Because these are not tourist hotspots, getting safe food is
a real challenge. Please also stand in agreement with me
for his safety. Since the meetings are spread quite far
apart, they will be driving from location to location. By
the time he returns to the Hanoi Airport, he will have had
to travel 1,000 kilometers with a rental vehicle, which is
nothing like road trips here!
Perhaps some of you are wondering why Harvey went and
I didn't go this time. My only answer to that is to say that
we are both being obedient. I would've preferred going; he
would've preferred staying. We can't make these decisions
based on personal preferences, but rather on what the
Holy Spirit is directing. Though that is completely true, it
doesn't mean that it's as cut and dried or as easy as it
sounds. It stretches my faith much more to send him off,
knowing what he's headed into, than to go myself. And yet
I have known God's miraculous keeping power in the
midst of some of the most harrowing circumstances, so I
celebrate this opportunity for him. He will come home on
Tuesday, March 7th, filled with testimonies of the glory
of God and the joy of seeing God move on behalf of His
own. Meanwhile, we commend him into God's care and
safekeeping, amen?!

I remember walking down the street with our contact
person, knowing that we were being followed and
observed by the authorities. It's very unnerving for our
contact person who risks much for the sake of facilitating
these meetings out of love for these pastors. Also, most of
these locations are not tourist hotspots, so westerners are a Vietnam Prayer Requests
rarity, for sure! Therefore, just our very presence there
raises eyebrows and causes much curiosity. But I also
Harvey’s physical health and safe food.
remember the joy of knowing that the Holy Spirit always
Personal safety and security.
has a plan, and experiencing the miraculous unfolding of
that plan is truly an adventure! Do you remember when I
The Holy Spirit’s plan would be carried out.
wrote about the time that the authorities were following us
because they had learned of the plans for our meeting?
Divine order on the home front while he is
After prayer, the Holy Spirit gave our contact person the
away.

B

ut my turn is coming! Yay! Preparations are
underway for another full-scale pastors' school in
Uganda. In fact, we had hoped to go in April, but
we have postponed it until the fall. That was one of the
hardest things I've had to do, because these pastors'
schools are the ultimate in joy and fulfillment for me.
However, it was just not financially feasible to have
Vietnam and Uganda mere weeks apart, and the Vietnam
opportunity was a sudden thing. The expense is not just in
what it costs to travel there, but it is primarily in providing
the meals and some of the transportation costs for the 40
pastors who will be invited. Very few pastors in these
developing countries can manage food and transportation
costs themselves, and especially in the rural areas where
we go. Because of that, our barebones ground costs for the
trip will be about $6,500. In the big picture, that is a
relatively small amount. Yet to a ministry the size of ours,
it is a significant bite, especially in addition to airfares!
The reason these schools are so fulfilling to me is that
they are the culmination of years of prophecy,
obedience and experience. They are
unquestionably the most effective tool we have
been tasked with for establishing the Kingdom
of God in these developing countries! The
leadership team we have developed in Uganda
as a result of the first school and the follow-up
session we did have arisen to the task of taking
this gospel of faith and grace to their nation.
They have organized and taught three pastors'
seminars with the material we have taught them.
They are running through any open doors they have to
share what they have received! In so doing, they have
proven to us the principle in the Word that some who
receive the Word are the good ground that brings forth
30-fold, 60-fold and 100-fold. Not only do they allow the
gospel to change their lives and the lives of those in their
churches, but they strongly want to see all the others
pastors in their nation get the same equipping.
The requests are pouring in from the farthest reaches of
Uganda and beyond into Tanzania, Kenya and other
African countries for more of these schools. The one
which we are currently preparing for will be in a

completely new area, chosen by our East Africa Director
and the team we have developed there. They understand
far better than we ever could which areas have the greatest
potential for effectiveness. I wish I could express to you
how excited I get over these things! By the end of the 10
days of in-depth teaching and ministry, these pastors have
a completely different understanding of who they are, and
they are so excited to share their newfound treasure. We
literally see the oppression lift, the understanding bring
light and life, and as Jesus said, the poor have the gospel
preached to them!
So, please begin praying into this with us. In addition to
the obvious need--provision--we also need the wisdom of
God to sort out all the logistical details. Of course, there
are far more pastors who want to come than we can
accommodate. Therefore, pray that those whom God
ordains will be the ones who ultimately get to come,
without causing division and strife with those
who will not be invited. The leadership
there will be tasked with choosing the
attendees based on their willingness
and ability to take what they learn
beyond the walls of their own
congregations...for the harvest is
great, but the laborers are few and
the time grows short. We need the
most effectiveness possible out of the
resources available to us!
Though it was hard to send Harvey off
while I stayed behind, my turn is coming!!

Uganda Prayer and Practical Requests:
$6500 plus airfare to cover all the costs.
Prayer for provision to bring this from
the vision into reality.
Prayer for God’s choice of Pastors and
Leaders to be present.
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