
A Partner Update from Deborah Ministries International March 2020

Sometimes the biggest obstacle to receiving what
God has for us is letting go of what we thought He
had for us. When we won’t let go of our own idea

of how things are supposed to turn out, we get stuck and
bogged down in a quagmire of unfulfilled hopes and
feelings of futility. I have seen this happen all too often
with Christians who are
thoroughly convinced
they are “standing in
faith,” when in reality,
they are stuck in a
frustrating place of
confusion and heartache.

In 1 Samuel 16:1, The
LORD said to Samuel,
“How long will you
grieve over Saul, since I
have rejected him from
being king over Israel?
Fill your horn with oil,
and go. I will send you to
Jesse the Bethlehemite, for I have provided for myself a
king among his sons.” Instead of just telling Samuel what
to do and where to go, the LORD starts with a question.
When the LORD wants us to look inside ourselves to
discover something which is problematic, He often does
so with a question. In this case, the question He puts to
Samuel is very revealing about what’s going on with
Samuel. “How long will you grieve over Saul, since I
have rejected him from being king over Israel?”

There it is—the problematic thing revealed by the
question. Samuel wasn’t ready to move on with the Lord’s
revised plan. He was still hanging onto the old plan, the
one that Samuel thought was the way things were
supposed to turn out—with Saul as King. Samuel simply
could not wrap his head around the idea that God would
simply move on before it was finished. And sometimes we
can’t either. Because of that, Samuel was stuck in the
place where his soul was still invested in what he thought
was supposed to happen. He knew that God had instructed
him to anoint and install Saul as King. He knew that Saul
had demonstrated that he simply would not let the LORD
rule through him—it would always be Saul doing things
according to his flesh nature. And, Samuel knew that God

had declared to Saul that He had rejected Saul’s kingship,
because that very Word had come through Samuel, the
LORD’s prophet! Samuel knew that God had initiated
Saul’s kingship—yet here He was rejecting the very thing
He had initiated! Inconceivable! Like Samuel, many
Christians believe that God would never reject a

scenario or set of
circumstances that He,
Himself has set in
motion. Sadly, that faulty
belief prevents people
from moving on with
God, in God’s timing, to
God’s better plan. Like
Samuel, many of us get
stuck waiting for God to
fix the original plan
instead of being willing
to embrace a new path to
fulfillment. However, this
significant event that is
recorded in the book of

First Samuel shows that God can and does move on from
something that He knows will never fulfill His plan in
favor of a better option which will bring fulfillment and
blessing!

The LORD’s question reveals that Samuel is grieving the
original plan—Saul. When we refuse to let go and move
on from our ‘original plan,’ we get stuck in a place that is
focused on what is no longer an option. Grief is what is
experienced when we are struggling to let go because of a
painful loss. Because Samuel was emotionally attached to
the original plan, he wasn’t willing to let go of it. And,
like Samuel, sometimes we cling tenaciously to the belief
that God should stick with the situation until He
miraculously turns everything into “the way it was
supposed to turn out.”  Make no mistake, however;
stubbornness is not faith. Stubbornly clinging to the
mental picture that we formed of how something should
come to fulfillment is something entirely different from
faith, and is usually a soulish thing based in our own
emotional investment. Samuel was greatly invested in
Saul’s success as king because Samuel himself was the
one who anointed Saul, presided over the ceremony to
install Saul, passed on the prophetic Words and



instructions of the Lord,
and tried to mentor and
teach Saul to be a godly
leader and king.
Likewise, when we have
prayed into something,
spoken over that
something, perhaps
fasted, and confidently
shared our hope or
belief about that
something to many
people, we are heavily
invested in it. Just moving on from it to God’s revised
version of the plan seems to us to be the opposite of faith!

Back to the LORD’s dealing with Samuel. After revealing
that Samuel was not willing to accept that He was no
longer working in the original scenario, the LORD
instructed Samuel to “Fill your horn with oil, and go. I
will send you to Jesse the Bethlehemite, for I have
provided for myself a king among his sons.” The one that
the LORD was referring to here was David, Israel’s
cherished and greatest king—the man after God’s own
heart. Clearly, He wasn’t abandoning Samuel to the
unfulfilled and painful circumstances, but instead He
invited Samuel to continue to partner with Him in
bringing fulfillment through a revised plan. Once we
understand that God will indeed bring fulfillment, it is
easier to let go of the way we assumed that fulfillment
would look. God, in His goodness, did not reject the plan
for a king, He simply rejected the attempt to fulfill that
plan through Saul’s insistence on doing it his own way. It
is the same for us. God doesn’t reject or abandon the
things He has promised or initiated in our lives. But
sometimes it is necessary for Him to bring a revised plan
to bring that promise or vision to fulfillment. When that
happens, the only way we can move on from being stalled
out is to relinquish and let go of our own version of how
we thought it should look or happen or come about. If
we don’t let go, we find ourselves grieving the thing that
is simply not happening! In that place of grief, we get
mired in confusion, disappointment and frustration.

In order to partner with
God to bring about the
ultimate fulfillment,
Samuel was told to take
his horn filled with oil
and go to a specific man
so God could choose a
new king among his
sons. Taking his horn of
oil meant that Samuel
would be told to anoint
the chosen son to be

king. Here’s where true faith is required! God had already
told Samuel to anoint Saul as king, and that had not turned
out well at all. Now the LORD was expecting Samuel to
obey again while trusting that this would be the path to
fulfillment instead of another misfire. Yikes! When we
have been highly invested in something that didn’t turn
out at all the way we envisioned, it takes faith to try again!
From Samuel’s perspective, this second attempt probably
didn’t look much different than the first time around.
Faith requires that we trust in God when we understand,
and when we don’t understand. When we remain open to
God’s unfolding plan—with all of its stages, phases and
revisions—we cultivate a strong investment in closely
following God to fulfillment. God is faithful, but He is
God! Therefore, He must be allowed to develop the path.
True faith follows Him while He does that, allowing for
growth and revelation along the way. The beautiful thing
is that we get more and more attached to and invested in
God, instead of getting fixated and obsessed with a plan.
When the plan is the central thing, it competes with God
for our devotion. Nothing can be allowed to compete for
our devotion! True faith has God at the center of our
devotion, and the fulfillment of promises and visions
submits to the hand of God as we trust and obey. Be
encouraged and know that His plan and the fruit of that
plan is far better than anything you initially understood
when you discovered the initial promise He dropped into
your heart!
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Deborah Ministries International ministers in response to Isaiah 61:1,
“The Spirit of the Lord GOD is upon me; because the LORD hath
anointed me to preach good tidings unto the meek; he hath sent me to
bind up the brokenhearted, to proclaim liberty to the captives, and the

opening of the prison to them that are bound.”


