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hy do some Christians feel like God is leading
them to do just the opposite of what He is
leading you to do? In all of my years in
ministry, this has probably been one of the thorniest issues.
Decade after decade, new and different Christians come
and go and yet the issue is still there. Frustrating as this is
for believers, unbelievers see it as a confirmation that
nobody really hears from God, if He really exists or if He
is talking at all.
Yet we know that this
is one of the things
that sets
Christianity apart
from other
religions. We are
encouraged to
listen for the still,
small voice of the
Spirit of God
speaking to each of
us. Jesus said, My
sheep hear my
voice, and I know
them, and they
follow me. John
10:27, ESV
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key to the answer of the questions posed above. Why don’t
we all hear God saying the same thing?
When God speaks directly to His children, He speaks to the
spirit of the person. Your spirit hears Him perfectly.
However, in order for you to understand with your mind,
the message must come from your spirit to your soul.
Often, as the message passes through the soul (the
emotions and the
mind), it “picks up”
additional
information that the
soul contributes. For
a lifetime, your soul
has been giving you
input as to what is
going on around you
and what is required
of you. That is what
it does, by virtue of
its ‘job,’ so to speak.
However, when it
comes to a message
from the Lord God,
absolutely no other
input is needed, nor
should be
recognized.

Why Don’t We All Hear
the Same Thing?

Why, then, If the Good Shepherd is speaking to His sheep,
don’t we all hear Him say the same thing? Perhaps I can
bring a bit of understanding through a revelation that the
Lord gave me several years ago. Foundationally, you know
that we are three-part beings. Those three parts are the
same in each of us: spirit, soul and body. Not everyone has
a clear understanding of the difference between spirit and
soul, since they are both referred to sometimes as your
‘inner man.’ Staying with very simple and straightforward
descriptions, let’s say that your spirit is where the Spirit of
God has taken up residence “when you asked Jesus to
come into your heart” or when you received Him as savior.
Your soul is made up of your mind, your free will, and
your emotions. Your spirit man is completely renewed in
the power and grace of God, and it is holy, because the
Spirit of the Living God dwells there. Your soul is not yet a
finished work, but rather is being renewed according to
your choices to immerse yourself in the world, or in the
Kingdom of God. Stay with me here because the soul is the

The challenge, then, for each of us believers, is to hear
from our spirit without letting our soul contribute extra
input. The extra input is the voice of the soul, and will
inevitably bring input from our history of personal
experiences, our knowledge of the world, our opinions, our
knowledge of religion, as well as countless other resources
that our mind deems “related important input.” The bottom
line here is that if the soul contributes input in carrying you
the message from your spirit man, the message is no longer
purely the word of the Lord to you.
Three believers can be praying about a common question
or issue in their community. All three can feely strongly
that the Lord addressed them and be distressed to learn that
they all heard differently. Perhaps two of the three heard a
foundational message that became tainted with their own
thoughts or feelings on the subject as the message passed
through their souls. Perhaps the third believer heard the

message without having picked up any “additives”.
Without taking into consideration how the soul works, it
would be easy for these three believers to either lose
confidence in hearing the Good Shepherd’s voice, or to
feel that they alone have the “correct” word from the Lord.

certain of the elders of Israel unto me, and sat before me.
And the word of the LORD came unto me, saying, Son of
man, these men have set up their idols in their heart, and
put the stumbling block of their iniquity before their face:
should I be enquired of at all by them? Therefore speak
unto them, and say unto them, Thus saith the Lord GOD;
Every man of the house of Israel that setteth up his idols
in his heart, and putteth the stumbling block of his
iniquity before his face, and cometh to the prophet; I
the LORD will answer him that cometh according to the
multitude of his idols; KJV

Let’s explore this a bit further. Suppose two people are
praying about whether or not they should participate in a
short-term mission trip to Brazil. Both have received
individual prophecies that the Lord has opened a door for
them to go. Both have been told that the church will pay
their expenses. One has a secret fear of flying that he has
Basically, the Lord is telling the prophet Ezekiel that the
never told anyone about. When told to pray about the
hearts of these men are not pure toward God, but rather
opportunity, both do so and then report back. One reports
that he received a red light and the sense that the trip is too they have allowed fleshly or unholy influences to become
“idols in their heart.” The Lord knows that this is going to
dangerous. Incidentally, every opportunity that has ever
presented itself to this man, has always been rebuffed with cause a conflict of interest, you might say, when inquiring
some variation or other on “too dangerous.” Surprised, the of Him because He knows that the idols will influence or
twist the answer to their advantage.
other reports that she is thrilled to be able to accept
Notice what the Lord says about this at the end of the
because she felt that the Lord confirmed it was His will
passage, I the LORD will answer him that cometh
that she should go. To illustrate my point about the soul
contributing personal additives sometimes, it is easy to see according to the multitude of his idols. What does this
mean? I believe it means that
in this situation that the soul of
the Lord will not be
the man let his fear of flying
“The maturity level of the believer plays a
responsible for what the men
bleed into the “sense” he
hear through the influence of
received that the trip would be big part in being able to discern whether or
dangerous. Notice that the
not the Good Shepherd’s message or voice is the idols in their hearts (their
souls). He will answer the
only person receiving any
coming through clearly and purely, without
men, but what they will hear
input about danger is the one
additives from our own soul or that of a
will be “according to the
with a secret fear. Of course
trusted
friend.”
multitude of their idols.”
this is a flawed example,
because there could be any
Grievously, I have seen far too many examples of this over
number of things weighing in that we are not taking into
account. However, the point that I’m trying to bring home my years in ministry. I have seen people insist that they
with the teaching can be clearly seen in this example.
have heard from the Lord that they should do things that go
against all godly counsel in their lives. It is easy to
The maturity level of the believer plays a big part in being recognize when this happens, that idols of the heart have
able to discern whether or not the Good Shepherd’s
manipulated their “hearing” so as to get them to believe
that God is leading them, when in reality it is the unholy
message or voice is coming through clearly and purely,
spirits in their idolatrous belief system or highly exalted
without additives from our own soul or that of a trusted
friend.
desire that are really the cause. I can’t tell you how many
times I have seen the end result of such leadings be pain,
destruction, devastation or spiritual shipwreck. The most
Now I will move on to the revelation that I referenced
painful aspect of this kind of situation is that the believer
earlier that the Lord gave me several years ago. This
fully well believed God led them into what probably
revelation is built upon the foundation of the soul
influencing what the believer receives from the Lord.
became the biggest hurt or mess of his or her life. Sadly,
God did no such thing. The idols of the heart are to blame.
According to the scripture, sometimes certain beliefs or
desires are so strong in the soul as to be idolatrous. In some
cases, an unholy spirit can dominate the belief or desire
With the awareness of the things covered here, you can
become stronger and stronger in your ability to hear the
and influence the believer to exalt the desire or belief
Word of the Lord as He speaks to your heart. You can
higher than anything else. When this happens, every time
the desire or belief is stroked or exalted, the unholy spirit is speak to your own soul to cease from giving input to
messages coming from your spirit. Another thing you can
exalted in it—hence the idolatry. This is evident in this
do is to declare that all your beliefs and desires that might
scripture from the Book of Ezekiel, 14:1-5, Then came

influence your hearing are silenced by the blood of the
Lamb while awaiting the Lord’s input. It is also a good
idea to regularly speak to your soul, giving it instruction to
‘come under’ the ascendency of your spirit. Your soul has
been accustomed to the ‘big dog’ role of directing your
thoughts, feelings, choices and actions. However, your
spirit should be in this role once you are born again. The
more you train yourself to look to input from your spirit,
the more your soul will take a support role instead of the
former “control role” of a non-believer.
Of course, the things I have discussed here are not the only
reasons that believers sometimes find themselves on
opposite sides of an issue. Sometimes it happens because
people don’t really seek to hear God’s input; they simply
seek to apply a given scripture as “God’s leading.” Again,
the fulcrum of the issue is the soul. If the soul sees the
fullness of the situation with the same perception as the

LORD GOD sees it, then the soul will correctly discern the
word of truth of the scriptures. Whereas if the soul sees the
situation through eyes influenced by any form of flesh or
worldliness, then it will gravitate to scriptures that have not
been rightly divided (misappropriated or used in the wrong
context to form a mishandling) to declare “the Lord’s
will.” Study to shew thyself approved unto God, a workman
that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of
truth. 2 Timothy 2:15, KJV

Our God is indeed speaking, leading and bringing us
deeper into His plan, His purposes, His will and His
provision. However, in these difficult times, it is
imperative that we not assume nor presume to know His
heart and His perspective on the difficult issues that divide
our nation. We must seek Him. He alone is our Good
Shepherd, and no other voice dare we follow!†

International Perspective: Uganda Update
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hile I have yet to travel internationally since covid, we have been assisting our leaders in Uganda with finances on
several fronts: food, medical attention, ministry tools and money necessary to gather small groups with
government approval. Uganda has been under a lockdown for about 3 months over the summer. Food has been
expensive and difficult to get, especially in large cities. Pastor Monday and Pastor Betty in eastern Uganda have been
very active in ministry to small groups of believers, children and other pastors. Their area is not as scrutinized by
government as the urban area of Kampala. Pastor Partson has been secretly gathering several of his leaders each week to
keep them engaged and encouraged. Pastor Emmy is still feeding the many orphans that have been stranded at his school
for more than 18 months. Thank you for your generous giving to support the lives and ministry of these key leaders.
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1. Pastor Monday ministering in a village near Bugiri, Uganda. 2,3. Pastor Monday evangelizing and baptizing new
believers. 4. Pastor Monday doing children’s ministry in the village.
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More From Africa…
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5. Pastor Monday with bags of food for widows and children provided by DMI. 6.
Food provided for Pastor Betty’s leadership gatherings, provided by DMI.
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(continued from page 3)

Deborah’s newest book, When All Hell Breaks Loose: How To Move
Forward When Life Sets You Back, will be hot off the presses in midOctober. Keep your eyes out for order info in your email and in our next
edition of The Deborah Report.

What It’s About…

A

dversity. It touches every life and always leaves a mark. Whether
through sickness, a broken marriage, a lost livelihood, a worldwide
pandemic, or the death of a loved one, adversity brings upheaval, pain,
and the questions that keep you up nights. Yet adversity does more than
wreak havoc. Even when it strikes most deeply, it opens new
perspectives and horizons for wholeness. Let it reveal your hidden stores
of resilience and watch as your greatest challenge—the one that seems
poised to decimate you—unlocks new treasures of faith, hope, and love.
You can move forward in the midst of your setback!
Deborah Ministries International ministers in response to Isaiah 61:1,
“The Spirit of the Lord GOD is upon me; because the LORD hath
anointed me to preach good tidings unto the meek; he hath sent me to
bind up the brokenhearted, to proclaim liberty to the captives, and the
opening of the prison to them that are bound.”
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